
SAN DIEGO POLICE DEP ARTMENT 
PERMITS & LICENSING UNIT 

1400 'E' STREET - SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 
(619) 531-2250 

POLICE PERMIT RENEW AL APPLICATION 
July 29, 2009 

«Business» 
«StreetAddress» 
«CityS tateZip» 

PERMITTYPE: MASSAGE THERAPIST 1OFF PREMISES 
PERMIT NO.: «.PermitNumbem 
EXPIRAnON DATE: «RenewaIDate» 
BUS. ADDRESS: 
«SecAddress» 

*** THlS APPLICATlON MAY BE REPRODUCED AS REQUlRED *** 

BUSINESSES - A separate, complete application must be submitted for each partner, owner or corporate officer 
or the renewal cannot be processed. 

Applicant's Full Narne.______-,--____--:--:-::-_________Date of Birth______ 
Last First Middle 

Residence Address, _____________________City & Zip________ 

Res. phone ( _____ Bus. phone ( _____ Social Security No. __________ 

Other Names(s) Used ______________________________ 

Driver License # IState 1 Race Sex Weight Height Hair Eyes 

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING WHEN RENEWING YOUR PERMIT: 

I) A copy of your current Business Tax Certificate from the City Treasurer's Office. 
 

2) A signed Statement of Understanding (see enclosed). 
 

3) Proofofcompletion of12 continuing education hours from any state-approved school or classes approved 
 


by the NCBTMB. 
4) ProofofNational Certification - this is the actual certificate that shows the date your certificate expires. (You 

must bring in the original certificate, not a copy.) 
5) Cash, check or money order payable to CITY TREASURER in the amount of$297 .00 ($197.00 OffPremise 

fee; $85.00 Massage Permit fee; and $15.00 photo fee) . 
Ifyou are renewing your OffPremise Business license only and you do not provide massage, the fee is $212.00 ($197.00 
for Off-Premise Business and a $15.00 photo fee . (You do not perform massage with this permit.) 

List any criminal conviction(s) within the last year. Expunged convictions must be listed per 1203.4(a) P.C. 
(Do not include Traffic Violations.) 

I declare under penalty of petjury that the statements made on this application are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand 
that any false statements or information are grounds for denial ofthis application and that I am subject to prosecution per II.0401(b) of the San Diego 
Municipal Code. I am aware that all fees are non-refundable. The right of reasonable inspection shall be a condition for issuance ofa police permit. Ifa 
permit is issued, representatives of the police department will have access to the business premises during business hours which may include entry into 
the non-public portion of the premises. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OFTHE PERMIT HOLDER TO RENEW THE PERMIT NO LATER THAN 
10 DAYS AFTER THE EXPIRATION DATE. FAlLURE TO RENEW ON TIME WILL RESULT IN PENALTY FEES ($25 PLUS 10% OF THE 
REGULATORY FEE). IF A RENEWAL IS NOT COMPLETED WITH ALL FEES AND PENALTIES PAID WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER THE 
PERMIT EXPIRATION DATE, THE PERMIT EXPIRES AND ACTIVlTIES ALLDWED BY THE PERMIT MUST CEASE. A PERMITTEE MUST 
THEN BEGIN THE APPLICATION PROCESS AS A NEW APPLICANT 
(SDMC §33.0308). 

APPROVED 
Applicant's Signature Date DENIED Reviewing Officer Date 

Rev: 07/0112009 



SAN DIEGO POLICE DEPARTMENT 
PEIDflTS AND LICENSING UNIT 

J\1ASSAGE 

STATEMENT OF ill\TDERSTAl\TDING - RULES Al\TD REGULATIONS 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

The massage therapist permit is not a license to operate a massage business. In order to legally perform a massage, you also 
need an off-premise massage business permit, or massage establishment permit, or be a bona-fide employee of the following: 

1. Someone who possesses a massage establishment permit; or 
2. Someone who possesses a Holistic Health Practitioner Business permit pursuant to Division 44; or 
3. Someone who is a state licensed individual who is exempt pursuant to SDMC 33.3513, e.g., physicians, surgeons, 

chiropractors, physical therapists, etc. The exempt individual has to be physically present at the location while the 
massage is administered. 

If you are a massage therapist working for any individual or business and you are not on their payroll because you are self
employed or treated as an independent contractor, then you are not considered an employee. If you are operating from a 
fixed location and not an employee of a licensee or exempt individual as stated above, you will need a massage 
establishment permit. A massage therapist cannot rent space. Any person desiring to engage in off-premise massage must 
also obtain an off-premise massage business permit. You cannQt use an off-premise massage permit to operate from a fixed 
location. . 

Definitions: 

"Massage Therapist" - means any person who gives or administers a massage to another person, for any form of consideration 
whatsoever. . 

"Massage" - means any method of pressure on, or friction against, or stroking, kneading, rubbing, tapping, pounding, vibrating, 
or stimulating the external parts of the human body with the hands or other parts of the body, with or without the aid of any 
mechanical or electrical apparatus or appliances, or with or without supplementary aids such as rubbing alcohol, liniments, 
antiseptics, oils, powder, creams, lotions, ointments or other similar preparations commonly used in this practice. 

"OjJ-Premise Massage Therapist Business" - means the business of providing massage services by appointment at a location 
other than premises licensed as a massage establishment. It includes massage therapists who provide ojJ-premise massage 
services and who are self-employed and/or who contract with or work for a business other than a massage establishment. 

"Massage Establishment" - means a fixed place of business where any person engages in massage. 

"State-approved school" - means any school or institution within the United States, which is approved by the state in which it 
resides, for the teaching of massage. 

"Particular anatomical areas" - means the pubic region, human genitals, perineum, anal region, and the area of the female 
breast that includes the areola and the nipple. 

The following is only a summary of the regulations. You are responsible for being familiar with and complying with all the 
rules and regulations related to massage. Copies of the Massage Ordinance and General Divisions for police regulated activities 
may be obtained from the City Clerk's office located at 202 C Street, 2nd Floor, Telephone # (619) 533-4000 or via the City's 
website: www.sannet.gov/ (Department, City Clerk:, Documents, Municipal Code), SDMC Chapter 3, Article 3, Division 35 and 
Divisions 1-5). 

PD-2028 
Rev: 10112/07 BSP 

http:www.sannet.gov


Massage 
Stat~tnent ofUDderStaDding-Rules and Regulations 
Page 2 of3 

Please initial each line: 

PP-2028 

33.oI 05 - PERMIT DISPLAYED - Each licensee orpemrittee shall, at all times when requested, exhibit said license or permit to 
any peace officer or person doing business with the permittee. You should, therefore, have your original massage therapist permit 
available when conducting massage. Copies are unacceptable. Anypermittee engaged in business at a fixed location must also 
post a copy of their permit in a conspicuous place in the bl,lsines\t. 

33.0308 - RENEW AL RESPONSIBillTY - A permit shall be valid for a period of one year from the date of issuance. It is the 
responsibility of the permit holder to renew the pemnt no later than 10 calendar days after the expiration date. Failure to Rllnew on 
time will result in penalty fees. If a renewal is not completed with alI fees and penalties paid within 30 days after thepennit 
expiration date, the permit expires and business o]3erations, occupations, or activities allowed by the permit must cease and the 
permittee must begin the application process as a Dew appli~rit. The Pollce Department is not required to send a renewal notice 
and the failure to send such notice shall not affect the v8lidity of any late fee or permit expiration. 

33.0312 - CHANGE OF EMl'LOYERS - Massage Therapists and Massage Trainees must notify the Chief of Police in writing of 
any change of employment within 15 calendar days of changing to the new employer. 

33.3512 - MASSAGE TRAINEES - A trainee massage therapist penn.it is only valid for two years from the date ofissuance. If a 
train~ does not obtain a massage therapist or off-premise massage therapist pennit within two years, the trainee permit becomes 
null and void. A trainee permit may not be extepded or renewed, The Chief ofponce may require proof that a trnineeisreceiving 
ongoing instruction durin.Q the two-year period. The employer niust be on the premises when the trainee provides off..;p:n:mlise 
massage services. The trainee must conW1y with all other regmatioDB applicable to massage thempists. 

33.3513 - EMPLOYEES OF EXEMPT INDIVIDUALS m Any person conducting massage for an exempted class individual must 
possess a massage therapist permit and shall comply with all massage regulations. A massage technician employed by an 
exempted class individual must work ~der the direction and control of that individual who must be physically present at the 
location where the massage is being administered. A massage therapist cannot rent office space or workspace at an exempt 
individual's location. The massagethempist must obtain a massage establishment permit. 

, , 
'< 

33.3514 (b)-RENEWALFORMASSAGETHERAPISTPERMIT-Inorderto renew a massage thempist or off-premise massage 
therapist business permit, the permittee must provide proof of twelve hours of continuing· education in massage therapy, The 
continuing educationhotlrs must be obtained from a facility or organization approved by the NCBTMB or the NCCAOM. or a 
state-approved school or any other certification organization recognized by the Chief of Police 

33.3514 (c)-RENEWALFORMASSAGETHERAPISTPERMIT-Thepermitteemustshowproofthatthep ennittee'snational 
certification is current. Proof from NCBTMB, NCCAOM, or any other certification organization recognized by the Chief of 
Police, is sufficient. 

33.3514 (d)-RENEWAL FOR MASSAGE THERAPIST 
permit holders descn"bed in Seeti9n 33.3508 (c). 

- This section does not apply to off-premise massage business 

33.3515-EQlJlllMENT&CI.EANLINESSREQUJREMENTSFORMASSAGEESTABLISHMENTS.Establisbmentsmust 
maintain equipment and facilities in a samtarymanner as detailed in Sections 33.3515 (a) through 33.3515(i). 

33.3517(a) - MASSAGE ESTABLISH:M.ENT HOURS OF OPERATION AND SERVICES-It is unlawful for any person to 
allow the establishment to be open between 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 am. All customers, patrons and visitors must be excluded from 
the premises during these hours, 

33.3517(b) - MASSAGE ESTABUSH:M.ENT POSTING OF SERVICES - A list of services available and the cost of such 
services shall be posted in an open and conspicuous public place on the premises, The services must be descnbed in readily 
understandable language. No services other than those posted are allowed, 

Rev. 10/12107 BSP G:PermitslUcensinglInternellStatem en! of Understanding 



""","',-,'I'I<r provided by the eSlablisbment 

~~~~~, M 

Statement ofUnderstanding-Rules and Regulations 
30f3 

33.3518 MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENT OPERATING ...""""'<UJ.....'-'-'""J.J.,;,n 

II Establishment shall provide patrons clean, sanitary and opaque of covering the 
patron's particular anatomical areas. 

IE No responsible person shall pennit a massage to be given unless the is covered by the 

person shall permit any person in apy area, which is used unless the 
particular anatomical areas are fully coveretl with an opaque covering. 

" No person shall any person to massage, or intentionally touch the particular 
anatomical areas ofanother person. 

• 	The and shallinsurethatpatrons are advised ofSections33.3518 (a)
(e), prior to treatment. 

33.3524(a) - COVERING L"""'VU'U\"lJJv....Lln while performing any task or service associate with the 
massage establishment or massage OU~lm€lSS, in any room \\ith another person unless the person's 
"particular anatomical areas" are futty covered. This subsection does not apply to momentary nudity occurring in bathrooms, 
shower areas, or dressing or locker rooms. 

33.3524(b) - PARTICULAR ANATOMICAL AREAS - No massage therapist, while perfonning any task for service assoCiated 
with the business of massage, shall massage or intentionally touch the anatomical areas ofanother person. 

33 .3524( c) - NAME TAG REQUIRED - While working a massage 1'1'1"""'1",1,,1' must wear a nametag containing the therapist's name 
as it appears on the police permit. 

33.3524(d) - SANITARYREQ1I1REfvlENTS- It is unlawful to use towels, linens or insltrw1nents dw: the massage that are not 
in clean or safe condition . 

. 33.3524 (e) - HOURS OF OPE:R.t\TION - It is unlaWful to provide massage services between 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

- ADVISAL REQillRED- Permittee shall illi."Ure that patrons are advised ofSDMC Section 33.3524 (a) & (b) prior to 
treatment. The advisal may be (1) posted in the room where the massage is conducted, or contained in patron intake 

CUIDClltS: or (3) posted in any other manner approved byt,'1e Chief ofPolice. 

- OFF-PREJvIlSE PERMITEE RESPONSIBUTY - Any off-premisemassage business permittee who 
 

or contracts with other off-premises massage therapists to do off-premise massage is responsible for .......,,,,.;;...... 

comply with aU The pennittee must also make reasonable efforts to prevent criminal activity. In addition to 

all other prostitution by such therapists is grounds for revoking the permit. 
 


33..3525 - CLOTHING - Massage technicians must be fully covered by an opaque material from the base ofthe 

neck to a point four (4) inches, above the center ofthe kneecap, excluding the arms. Shorts may be worn ifthey extend down the 

leg a minimum of three (3) inches from the crotch. . 


33.3526 - ADVERTISING - Effective July 1,2002, all advertising shall include the police permit Dumber in 

any advertisement ofservices in any newspaper, directory, printed advertising medium, or electronic media. 
 

The reference does not have to contain the words . "City ofSan Diego permit number 1111," or similar language, 
 

will suffice so long as the correct police number is mClUCllect. 


I have read and understand the SanDiego Municipal Code listed above. If! have any questions regarding these requirements 
or my in a police regulated ocCupation, I understand that I may schedule an interview with a represenlative from the Police 
Permits & office. 

Sign and Date: 

Received by:  .....~----

PD.2028 
Rev. 10112107 BSP G:l'emlitsILic!eIlsing/lfDtelrnet/Swlten:leIlt of Understmdiug 
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